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March, 2015 

From the Crows Nest 

Finally!  After the fourth 
coldest February on 
record the first weeks of 
March have provided us 
with a glimpse of the 
spring and summer to 
come.  The sun’s rays are 
getting stronger, above 
normal temperatures have 
melted the snow, and 
daylight savings time now 
has dusk after 7:00 p.m.  
Another sign of the 
season is our members 

who were lucky enough to spend some time south this 
winter are slowly making their way back home.  It’s time to 
start thinking seriously about another camping season. 

The month of April provides the club’s first camping 
opportunities for the year beginning with the Easter 
Campout at Peninsula State Park in Fish Creek of Door 
County from the 3rd to the 5th.  Ed and Sandy Emerick are 
hosting this free-wheeling weekend - no plans, no organized 
events or tours.  It’s a chance to get the trailer out of storage 
and give the systems a test run for the upcoming season.  No 
reservations are required - you can show up at the last 
minute if your schedule or the weather should change.  
There are plenty of sites in the park this time of year in the 
Winter Camping loop at the Tennison Bay campground.  
The sites have electricity but only winter water available - 
the shower buildings are closed, but the pit toilets ☺ will be 
open.  For additional information check out the newsletter or 
our Facebook page. 

Speaking of our Facebook page, take a look at the left end of 
the tool bar at the top of our unit web page.  See anything 
new?  Our Esteemed Treasurer and Facebook Administrator 
Sandy Emerick worked with our Website Administrator Bob 
Manak to make our Facebook page more prominent and 
easily accessible.  We’ve had a closed Facebook group for 
some time but it was not obvious on our website.  See 
Sandy’s comment and visit the page.  Thank you, Bob and 
Sandy, for your work in setting up this link. 

 

John Sellers, Editor sellersj@erinet.com  
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From the Crows Nest 
(continued from previous page) 

Also in April is the Camp Out at the Wisconsin Dells KOA, 
South 235A Stand Rock Road, Wisconsin Dells, on the 24th 
to the 26th.  If the first weekend in April is a little too early 
or cold for you, join us later in the month in the Dells.  
Hosted by Bob and Heidi Manak, the weekend will include 
our April Luncheon and Business Meeting at Moosejaw 
Pizza & Dells Brewing Co., 110 Wisconsin Dells Pkwy S, 
Wisconsin Dells on Saturday the 25th.  Please join us for the 
luncheon on Saturday whether you are camping or not. 

With the arrival of spring and all of us getting involved with 
spring house cleaning and yard work, April will pass in the 
blink of an eye and the Madison Camp Out will be here in 
no time.  Just three weeks after the Dells Camp Out, now is 
the time to make your reservations for May 15th - 17th at the 
Lake Farm Park Campground, 3113 Lake Farm Rd, Madison 

53711. 

Check out your clubs planned activities for the year.  We 
have a lot going on in 2015 and I look forward to seeing you 
at our events.  See you down the road! 

Dave Sherman, Unit President    dwsherman@wisc.edu  

News Bits 

Upcoming Events 

April 3 – 5, 2015: Easter Campout, Peninsula State Park, 
Fish Creek, WI. Hosted by Ed & Sandy Emerick, 
920-475-7893,  SandyEmerick@yahoo.com  

April 24 – 26, 2015: April Campout, Wisconsin Dells 
KOA, South 235A Stand Rock Road, Wisconsin Dells, 
WI 53965  608-254-4177. Hosted by Bob & Heidi Manak, 

262-524-8711,  bob.manak@wbcci.net   See flyer, page 7. 

April 25, 2015: April Luncheon & Business Meeting, 
11:30 AM, Moosejaw Pizza & Dells Brewing Co. 
110 Wisconsin Dells Pkwy S, Wisconsin Dells, WI 
608-254-1122  Hosted by Bob & Heidi Manak, 

262-524-8711,  bob.manak@wbcci.net   See flyer, page 7. 

May 15 – 17, 2015:  Capital Campout, Lake Farm Park 
Campground, 3113 Lake Farm Rd, Madison, WI 53711. 
Hosted by Steve or Lynne Piotrowski   608-255-3953, 
slpiotro@tds.net  See flyer, page 8. 
 

Member News 

Wisconsin Unit Facebook Group 
By Sandy Emerick 

We have established a Facebook Group Page under the name 
“WBCCI Wisconsin Unit”.  We encourage all members of 
our unit who are active on Facebook to join.  The page 
provides information on upcoming events, photos, even 
technical help!  We encourage all our members to participate 
by joining conversations, posting photos, asking questions, 
sharing great (or horrible!) campsites, etc.  It is a great place 

for new members to get a glimpse of our unit! 

 
 
The page is a closed Facebook group for the security of our 
members.  Only members can view the posts, events, and 
photos.  We set this up to prevent the unscrupulous people 
who may use Facebook for criminal gain from knowing 
when we are traveling and our homes vacant.  To join our 
group, you must be a member of the Wisconsin Unit of the 
WBCCI, or a personal friend of someone in the unit. 

One-Liners 

 
This month Jane hosts Rod & Beth Fierek at the same secret-
undisclosed-location-where-it’s-warm where Steve & Lynne 

Piotrowski were last month.  Popular place! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

If you are reading a black and white printed copy of this 
newsletter, remember that it can be viewed and downloaded 
in color on our unit web site, http://wisc.wbcci.net/ 

The Badger Bulletin 

WBCCI Wisconsin Unit #116 

Web site:  http://wisc.wbcci.net/  
 

Editor:  John Sellers 
sellersj@erinet.com  

 
Webmaster:  Bob Manak 

Bob.Manak@wbcci.net  
 

Unit Facebook group 
WBCCI Wisconsin Unit 
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Saint Patrick’s Day Luncheon 
Revere’s Wells Street Tavern 

Delafield, Wisconsin 
 

By Dave Sherman, Unit President 
Photos by Bob Manak & Vicki Engelstad 

Saturday March 14th, 13 of our members gathered at 
Revere’s Well St Tavern for our annual St. Patrick’s Day 
luncheon. 

 
The St. Pat’s Day lunch is always well attended! 

We were joined by a guest, Jim Guthrie, who spent much of 
2014 rebuilding a 1970 Safari.  The “Vintage” segment of 
our club was well represented by the Benjamins, the Stenzs, 
the Emericks, and Vicki and me, and I hope Jim felt at home 
with kindred spirits and considers joining the club. 

 
Vintage experts Dave, Jim, and Ed 

 

 
Faith and begorrah, who to our wondering eyes should 

appear but George & Teri Boehmer!  What unit loyalty! 

The biggest surprise of the luncheon was when George and 
Teri Boehmer walked through the door.  If we had given an 
award for “Greatest Distance Travelled”,   2100 miles from 
Sequim Washington to Delafield for a lunch certainly would 
have won.  Both have been very busy at their new home with 
George building a new metal outbuilding and Teri 
remodeling her kitchen.  Great to see you, George and Teri! 

 
A gaggle of past unit presidents. . .  

 
. . . and first mates.  Love Teri’s leprechaun hat! 

 
Vicki Engelstad wonders what Ed did to earn his beads. . . 

A reminder the next luncheon, and the last one until 
November, will be at Moosejaw Pizza & Dells Brewing Co. 
on April 25.  Please come and join us.  Dave.   



4 

 

Alumaflamingo 2015 
Sarasota, Florida 

February 24 – March 1, 2015 

Story and photos by John Sellers 

 
The Wisconsin Unit was represented at Alumaflamingo by 
Karen Suksi and Barb & John Sellers, who were dodging the 
snow by perambulating around assorted Florida state parks 
and campgrounds. 

 
Aerial view.  Photo by Alumaflamingo via Facebook. 

Official attendance was 127 trailers. (Although non-
Airstream RVs were allowed, you could count the non-
Airstream products on your fingers.) 

 
Your morning coffee from the vintage-Airstream based 

Cosmic Café. 

Alumaflamingo has much the same themes as the other 
“Aluma-“ rallies, with something different every day.  The 
first day’s surprise was free beer and wine at happy hour! 

Free coffee was provided every morning, along with 
breakfast ranging from doughnuts to a full breakfast buffet. 

 
Airstream protected by a flock of attack flamingoes. 

The vintage Airstream restoration community was well 
represented.  Colin Hyde did a wonderful presentation 
showing a complete shell-off restoration of a vintage 
Airstream including numerous design improvements.  This 
is not cheap!  He says a typical shell-off restoration takes 
from 1,000 to 1,500 hours of labor at his usual, customary, 
and reasonable shop labor rate of $75 an hour, plus maybe 
$20,000 in materials.  And he has a 2 year backlog! 

 
Colin Hyde Trailer Restorations/Vintage Airstream Podcast 

alongside Time Tested Restorations in vintage parking. 

“Aluma” rallies are known for creative competitions.  This 
year’s Alumaflamingo included a “navigator challenge”.  
The challenge being for a “navigator” to direct the driver of 
a golf cart over a course marked by flags.  And oh, by the 
way, the driver was blindfolded!  Scoring was by time 
needed to negotiate the course less penalties for driving off 
the course.  

 
Notice that the driver has a bag over her head! 

R & B Events flagship Alumapalooza rally at Jackson 
Center is coming up May 26 – 31, 2015. 
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Mystic Springs Airstream Park 
McDavid, Florida 

 

Story and photos by John Sellers 
  

Mystic Springs Airstream Park, operated by the WBCCI 
Pensacola Unit, must be one of the best kept secrets in the 
WBCCI.  This year while in the Florida panhandle Barb & I 
decided to see it for ourselves. 

 

Taking Mystic Springs Road off of US 29 we found 
ourselves on a narrow sandy road and hoped we had the 
right road.  But there were frequent “WBCCI” signs to 
encourage us  The entrance to the park is well marked.  
If you happened to miss it, the road soon ends in an 
Escambia Water Management Area boat ramp and free 
public camping area, with a generous turnaround loop! 

Driving into the park we first came to the resident camp 
hosts, who were happy to see us.  They told us to pick out 
any site we wanted.  I asked how many sites were available 
and they laughed, “about 40!”  The park has 50 full-hookup 
sites of which about five were occupied by Airstreamers and 
another five had trailers stored on them. 

 
The camp host has a covered site with a large deck. 

 
View of sites past the camp host. 

Rates are a fantastic $11 a day for a full-hookup site, and 
storage is permitted at $1 a day. One fellow down at the far 
end of the campground was restoring a 1978 Sovereign.  
He was from Ohio and needed a place to work on it in the 
winter.  Stays over 30 days have to be approved by the 
Pensacola Unit executive committee, but with little 
occupancy at the park they were happy to let him stay all 
winter.   

 
We picked a site close to the front of the park. 

 

 
The spacious clubhouse includes laundry and rest rooms, 

(but no showers). 

 
The park is bordered by the Escambia River, but the banks 
are steep.  But there’s a boat launch ramp down the road. 

The address of the park is McDavid, a small town nearby 
off US 29.  Main Street on McDavid contains a post office 
and the McDavid United Methodist Church.  But there are 
grocery stores, drugstores, etc. a few miles up the road.  
If you’re looking for a quiet place to get away for the winter, 
Mystic Springs would be hard to beat! 
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Reflections in Aluminum 
By Steve Piotrowski 

As I sit in the 70 degree temps in the high mountain desert, 
and look out at the remnants of the last major lava flow in 
the United States, my thoughts move towards home.  We are 
slowing heading back to Wisconsin, and from the reports of 
the last two weeks very similar temperatures.  Makes one 
wonder why we spent the last three months on the road in 
the South West.  All I need to remember is that it is only the 
last two weeks that have brought temperatures above 
freezing with any regularity in Wisconsin.  And, we have 
seen all sorts of places we have never seen before, and a few 
that we returned to because we liked them so much the first 
time. 

On to the business awaiting us at home.  First, the Easter 
Campout, always fun and a great way to welcome Spring to 
Wisconsin.  Second, the Wisconsin Dells campout and 
meeting, a great chance to see the old gang again and keep 
the club on track for the year. 

 
Dells rally in 2013.  Sun making a welcome appearance! 

Thirdly, the Madison Campout, I wonder who is in charge of 
that this year?  Oh yeah, Lynne and I.  We will make it a fun 
time.  However we need your help.  Let us know if you are 
coming and what particular activities you would like to take 
part in this year.   

Everyone is welcome to the Saturday evening meal, we will 
supply the main course, you bring your own table service 
and a dessert or snack.  If you have any dietary restrictions 
let us know.  Sunday morning before departure we will work 
out some sort of breakfast, but other meals are on your own.  
Questions or concerns, drop us a line (slpiotro@tds.net) or 
calling us at (608) 770-2900 cell.  We never know if we 
have service but it does take messages.  If you haven’t made 
your camping reservations, do so immediately at Lake Farm 
Park.  Do drop us a line confirming your attendance and 
preference.  You will get lots of fun for your $25.00.  
(Reminder, the campground’s dog fee is dropped this year.) 

 

A Guide for our Guests 
By Dave Sherman, Unit President 

This is my fifth installment of information aimed at non-
members (at least not yet) who have found us on the web 
and are curious about who we are.  My first four installments 
are located in previous Badger Bulletins - please check the 
archives. 

This month I would like to introduce you to another Intra 
Club within the Wally Byam Caravan Club International 
(WBCCI). 

 
In 2002 the Classic Airstream Club (CAC) was formed to 
fill a niche for owners of classic Airstreams that were older 
yet not old enough to qualify as “Vintage”.  Membership is 
open to all members of the WBCCI who own an Airstream 
Recreational Vehicle with the classic configuration of pre 
1989 models.  One of the objectives of the club is to 
preserve the traditional beauty, uniformity and symmetry in 
an assembly of classic Airstream Recreational Vehicles and 
has the purpose of providing a capability for camaraderie 
and association with others for its members. 

At the time the club was formed a unique participant would 
have been the classic Airstream Motorhome.  Starting in 
1979 and throughout the 1980s Airstream produced 
motorhomes with the same aerodynamic aluminum bodies as 
their travel trailers.  Because of their age, the motorhomes 
were too “new” to belong to the Vintage Airstream Club but 
met the requirements of the CAC perfectly. 

 
Nice Airstream 345!  www.classicairstreammotorhome.com  

The CAC is yet another avenue for owners of classic 
Airstreams to pursue their passion.   If you think the Classic 
Airstream Club may be of interest to you check out their 
web site at www.classicairstream;net  

If you have been following these installments you can see 
that if you are into Airstreams the WBCCI has something for 
everyone.  Come and join the fun.  Dave. 
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WBCCI Wisconsin Unit  

April Campout and Luncheon 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, April 24 – 26, 2015 

Hosted by Bob & Heidi Manak, 262-524-8711 or bob.manak@wbcci.net  

Campout 
KOA-Wisconsin Dells 
S235A Stand Rock Rd 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 
Information:   (608) 254-4177 
Reservations:  (800) 562-4178 
Email:  wd.koa@frontier.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luncheon 
 

April 25, 2015,  11:30 AM 

 

Location: 

 
Moosejaw Pizza & Dells Brewing Co. 
110 Wisconsin Dells Parkway South, 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 
 
RSVP by April 18th to Heidi or Bob Manak 
at 262 544-6151 or bob.manak@wbcci.net  
 

The spring business meeting will take place 

immediately following lunch. 

 

Please make camping reservation 
directly with the KOA between 
March 15 and April 1st.  Tell them you 
are with the Airstream/ WBCCI group 
to get the $25 a night group rate. 

 
 
 
 

Directions 

2 mi off I-90/94 

From east take Exit 87 Hwy 13 N, left at 
3rd stoplight on Stand Rock Rd. 

From west take Exit 85, left on Hwy 12, 
left on City A, right on Stand Rock Rd 
(before bridge). 
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Capital Campout 
May 15 – 17,  2015 

Lake Farm Campground 
3113 Lake Farm Road 
Madison, Wisconsin  53711 
(608) 242-4576 

Park web site:  
https://www.countyofdane.com/lwrd/parks/lake_farm.aspx 

For further information contact 

Steve Piotrowski  slpiotro@tds.net    608 255-3953 

You can also register online at 

http://wisc.wbcci.net/madison-camp-out/  

Registration Form 
 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Street_________________________________________________________________ 
 

City______________________________  State________ Phone__________________ 
 

WBCCI # ____________________   Email ___________________________________ 
 

Rally cost:  □ 1 Adult $12.50  □ 2 Adults $25.00  □ 3 Adults $37.50   (Children are free) 

          □ Just coming to Saturday evening social hour and dinner. 

Number of people attending Saturday dinner?  _______ 

Camp Site No.  _____  (Reserve your Lake Farm Park campsite at the Dane County Parks 
              web site, https://www.reservedane.com/parks.aspx?p=13&s=5%2f11%2f2014 )  
 
Please check all activities that you are interested in: 

□  Friday Fish Fry 

□  Tour of the Capitol 

□  Tour of the Veteran Museum 

□  Tour of the State Historical Museum 

Any other activities you would like to do? 
We will try to assist you in finding the best 
Madison has to offer. 

________________________ 
________________________ 

Please send payment to 
 
Sandy Emerick 
Wisconsin Unit Treasurer 
9186 County Road K 
Brussels, WI  54204 
 
semerick4425@gmail.com 
(cell)  920-475-7893 


